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NIHR Newcastle Biomedical Research Centre
Industry Expression of Interest 
Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk209441190]The NIHR Newcastle Biomedical Research Centre (BRC) is a partnership between the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, the Faculty of Medical Sciences at Newcastle University and Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust. Its vision is to transform lives through world-class research in ageing and multiple long-term conditions. This will include taking 21st century approaches to driving discoveries from the laboratory into the clinic to advance diagnosis, treatment and prevention for complex patient groups often not represented in experimental medicine research.
The NIHR Newcastle BRC is one of 20 nationally to be awarded funding from 2022-2028. BRCs are funded by NIHR to drive innovation in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease and translate advances in research into patient benefit by bridging the first translational gap. Typically, this involves projects with clear potential clinical implications and identifiable outcomes that will move scientific research closer to patient benefit by the attraction of follow-on funding. It also includes the early development of medical or healthcare technology.
[bookmark: _Hlk141951513]The BRC aims to drive excellence through themes with breadth and depth of world-class research in the following areas:
· Ageing, Sarcopenia and Multimorbidity
· Dementia, Mental Health and Neurodegeneration
· Liver Disease, Multimorbidity and Lifestyle
· Musculoskeletal Disease and Inflammation Medicine
· Neuromuscular Disease, Rare Diseases and Mitochondrial Dysfunction
· Skin Disease, Oral Disease and Immunogenomics
· Digital Health, Ageing Innovation and Inclusion
· Informatics and Precision Care for an Ageing Population
NIHR Newcastle BRC Industry Strategy
[bookmark: _Hlk209441250]Collaborations with industry partners are a vital part of the BRC’s strategy to translate discoveries into patient benefit. Our industry strategy is to build sustainable partnerships that accelerate translation of discoveries into patient benefit and economic growth based on access to experienced clinicians and scientists, well-characterised patient cohorts and robust delivery infrastructure
This funding call is an important part of the BRC’s aim to accelerate progression of research along the translational pathway by building and strengthening collaborations with industry. 


BRC Industry Partnership Project Funding Call 
[bookmark: _Hlk209441226]The NIHR Newcastle BRC welcomes applications for its Industry Partnership Funding Call. 
Applications should be:
1. In line with the overarching aim of the NIHR Newcastle BRC and clearly aligned with its proposed vision to transform lives through world-leading research in ageing and multiple long-term conditions.
2. Able to clearly demonstrate how they will develop new or existing collaborations with industry partners with a view to progressing to additional investment (industry or other funding schemes) and progression to patient benefit. 
This call is designed to fund projects that have the potential to expand translational research activity across our partner organisations and which will support the establishment or further development of high-quality collaborations with industry partners. The scope includes therapies, devices, biomarkers, diagnostics, treatment innovation, new methodologies and data analytics – all with direct line of sight to improved health outcomes for patients.
Examples of initiatives that may be funded include:
· Studies that will provide preliminary data enabling substantive grant funding or collaboration
· Knowledge exchange placements with an industry partner
· Funding to scope and prepare future applications for external research funding in collaboration with an industry partner
A key priority of BRC funding and this call is to attract further investment from other research funders (e.g., Research Councils, charities, industry or other NIHR funding streams) to progress research along the translational pathway. All projects must have a clear plan for which funding streams will be targeted based on the planned project outcomes. 
BRC Industry Partnership Bursary Guidance
The NIHR Newcastle BRC welcomes applications for its Industry Partnership Bursary Scheme. This scheme will provide the BRC Community with the opportunity to request funds of up to £1,000 for specific activities to establish new links with industry partners or develop existing collaborations.
Applications should be:
3. In line with the overarching aim of the NIHR Newcastle BRC and clearly aligned with its proposed vision to transform lives through world-leading research in ageing and multiple long-term conditions.
4. Able to clearly demonstrate how they will help to develop new or existing collaborations with industry partners. 

Examples of initiatives that may be funded include:
· Support industry engagement activities
· Travel to industry focussed meetings and conferences
· Supporting individuals to spend short periods of time working in industry collaborator labs 
Eligibility 
These initiatives are open to all staff across the NIHR Newcastle BRC Partnership organisations (Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, the Faculty of Medical Sciences at Newcastle University and Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust) and the lead applicant must hold an appropriate contract that exceeds the duration of the proposed activity funded by the bursary.
Applications from early career researchers are encouraged. We also welcome applications from nursing, allied health professional, psychologist, pharmacist and healthcare scientist staff groups along with other healthcare professionals.
Applicants do not need to have prior links with NIHR Newcastle BRC. However, they are encouraged to consider approaching relevant theme leads before submitting this request to determine whether funding is already available within themes. We can facilitate this through the enquiry details below.

Potential applicants can request informal feedback on their proposal or advice from the BRC’s Industry Group. Please submit this form to Leanne.Cork@newcastle.ac.uk 




	Expression of Interest


	[bookmark: _Hlk207876656]Name of lead applicant 
	

	Total funding requested (£)
	



	Brief Proposal (max. 400 words)
Provide a brief summary of your proposal for informal review by the panel

	











	Request for Advice 
If you have any questions for the panel or would like to ask any advice, please provide details
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