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NIHR Newcastle Biomedical Research Centre
Industry Collaboration Project Call 
Application Form

Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk209441190]The NIHR Newcastle Biomedical Research Centre (BRC) is a partnership between the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, the Faculty of Medical Sciences at Newcastle University and Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust. Its vision is to transform lives through world-class research in ageing and multiple long-term conditions. This will include taking 21st century approaches to driving discoveries from the laboratory into the clinic to advance diagnosis, treatment and prevention for complex patient groups often not represented in experimental medicine research.
The NIHR Newcastle BRC is one of 20 nationally to be awarded funding from 2022-2028. BRCs are funded by NIHR to drive innovation in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease and translate advances in research into patient benefit by bridging the first translational gap. Typically, this involves projects with clear potential clinical implications and identifiable outcomes that will move scientific research closer to patient benefit by the attraction of follow-on funding. It also includes the early development of medical or healthcare technology.
[bookmark: _Hlk141951513]The BRC aims to drive excellence through themes with breadth and depth of world-class research in the following areas:
· Ageing, Sarcopenia and Multimorbidity
· Dementia, Mental Health and Neurodegeneration
· Liver Disease, Multimorbidity and Lifestyle
· Musculoskeletal Disease and Inflammation Medicine
· Neuromuscular Disease, Rare Diseases and Mitochondrial Dysfunction
· Skin Disease, Oral Disease and Immunogenomics
· Digital Health, Ageing Innovation and Inclusion
· Informatics and Precision Care for an Ageing Population
NIHR Newcastle BRC Industry Strategy
[bookmark: _Hlk209441250]Collaborations with industry partners are a vital part of the BRC’s strategy to translate discoveries into patient benefit. Our industry strategy is to build sustainable partnerships that accelerate translation of discoveries into patient benefit and economic growth based on access to experienced clinicians and scientists, well-characterised patient cohorts and robust delivery infrastructure
This funding call is an important part of the BRC’s aim to accelerate progression of research along the translational pathway by building and strengthening collaborations with industry. 
BRC Industry Partnership Project Funding Call 
[bookmark: _Hlk209441226]The NIHR Newcastle BRC welcomes applications for its Industry Partnership Funding Call. 
Applications should be:
1. In line with the overarching aim of the NIHR Newcastle BRC and clearly aligned with its proposed vision to transform lives through world-leading research in ageing and multiple long-term conditions.
2. Able to clearly demonstrate how they will develop new or existing collaborations with industry partners with a view to progressing to additional investment (industry or other funding schemes) and progression to patient benefit. 
This call is designed to fund projects that have the potential to expand translational research activity across our partner organisations and which will support the establishment or further development of high quality collaborations with industry partners. The scope includes therapies, devices, biomarkers, diagnostics, treatment innovation, new methodologies and data analytics – all with direct line of sight to improved health outcomes for patients.
Examples of initiatives that may be funded include:
· Studies that will provide preliminary data enabling substantive grant funding or collaboration
· Knowledge exchange placements with an industry partner
· Funding to scope and prepare future applications for external research funding in collaboration with an industry partner
[bookmark: _Hlk196747522][bookmark: _Hlk196747496]A key priority of BRC funding and this call is to attract further investment from other research funders (e.g., Research Councils, charities, industry or other NIHR funding streams) to progress research along the translational pathway. All projects must have a clear plan for which funding streams will be targeted based on the planned project outcomes. 
The closing date for applications is Thursday, 4th December 2025. 
Funding is expected to be up to a maximum value of £10,000 per project with a maximum project duration of 12 months but in exceptional circumstances applications for up to £20,000 will be considered.  
All costs will require appropriate justification, preparation and sign-off through NHS and University pre-award processes. Industry partners should be commercial organisations (e.g. Pharma, MedTech, CRO, Digital Health) providing an actual or in-kind contribution (e.g., resources, expertise, technology). 
NIHR Newcastle BRC will provide funding for direct research costs including staff and non-staff costs with the exception of: 
· Animal work of any description
· Service contracts 
· The purchase of equipment greater than £5,000 in value
· Investigator time and indirect costs.
Eligibility 
The funding call is open to all staff across the NIHR Newcastle BRC Partnership organisations (Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, the Faculty of Medical Sciences at Newcastle University and Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust) and the lead applicant must hold an appropriate contract that exceeds the duration of the proposed project.
Applications from early career researchers are encouraged. We also welcome applications from nursing, allied health professional, psychologist, pharmacist and healthcare scientist staff groups along with other healthcare professionals.
Applicants do not need to have prior links with NIHR Newcastle BRC however lead applicants are expected to have approached the associated Themes, prior to submission, to help foster collaboration. We can facilitate this through the enquiry details below.
Conditions of funding
Projects will be required to submit both progress and final reports summarising outcomes and impact of the BRC support and to keep both the relevant theme lead and core BRC team informed about progress and outcomes. It is an essential requirement that all publications, scientific presentations, informal communications and press releases resulting from work supported by the NIHR Newcastle BRC formally acknowledge the BRC. Full details of how to acknowledge the BRC can be found here: https://newcastlebrc.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/communications-and-impact 
Any intellectual property resulting from the project must be managed in accordance with the NIHR Newcastle BRC IP Policy. Permission from the NIHR is required to exploit intellectual property from BRC-funded work.
[bookmark: _Hlk141951541]NIHR Newcastle BRC has very stringent in-year spending requirements and therefore it is essential that investigators spend according to the expenditure profile detailed in the application. Significant underspend may result in funding being withdrawn.
Investigators may be approached from time to time, subject to confidentiality, to use your work to promote the BRC or wider NIHR.
How to apply
Applicants should complete the Application Form (Word) and submit the form by email to Leanne.Cork@newcastle.ac.uk, no later than 17:00, Thursday, 4th December 2025
Applicants will be informed of the outcome by Friday, 13th February 2026
If you have any questions about the application process or would like to informally discuss any aspect of your planned proposal please contact Martin Dixon, BRC Chief Operating Officer by email Martin.Dixon@newcastle.ac.uk   



	CONTACT AND PROJECT DETAILS


	[bookmark: _Hlk207876656]Name of lead applicant 
	

	Job title of lead applicant
	

	ORCID ID of lead applicant
	

	Lead organisation
	

	Email Address 
	



	Full title of project

	

	Short title

	



	Proposed project start date
	

	Proposed project completion date
	

	Project duration (months)
	

	Total project value requested (£)
	



	Co-applicants (max. 200 words)
Please provide details of each co-applicant including ORCID ID, discipline and a brief description of how their involvement contributes to the project. 

	











	Name of industry partner (company)
	

	Name of industry contact (individual)
	

	Job title of industry contact
	

	Company Address
	

	Project Partner Address (if different) 
	

	Company number
	



	Industry partner involvement (max 400 words)
Please describe why this partner has been chosen, details of any previous collaboration/work with the partner and how this project will develop or strengthen the partnership

	




	Industry partner contribution and justification (max 250 words)
Please provide details of what contribution (financial or in-kind)

	





	Please indicate below which themes your project aligns to.

	Ageing, Sarcopenia and Multimorbidity
	☐
	Dementia, Mental Health and Neurodegeneration
	☐
	Digital Health, Ageing Innovation and Inclusion
	☐
	Informatics and Precision Care for an Ageing Population
	☐
	Liver Disease, Multimorbidity and Lifestyle
	☐
	Musculoskeletal Disease and Inflammation Medicine
	☐
	Neuromuscular Disease, Rare Diseases and Mitochondrial Dysfunction
	☐
	Skin Disease, Oral Disease and Immunogenomics
	☐


	Please provide details of cross-theme collaborations if applicable (max. 100 words)

	








	If your project aligns to one of the BRC’s interdisciplinary research priority areas, please indicate which below

	Collecting standardised ageing and MLTC data across patient cohorts
	☐
	Focusing on patient-priority symptoms including low mood and mobility
	☐
	Incorporating advances in wearable technology
	☐
	Linking rare diseases across themes
	☐
	Sharing mechanistic expertise such as single cell genomics
	☐
	None of the above – The project is not aligned to these priority areas
	☐



	Ageing and/or Multiple Long-Term Conditions (max. 200 words)
Please outline how your proposal aligns with the BRC’s vision to transform lives through world-class research in ageing and multiple long-term conditions.

	















	BACKGROUND, RESEARCH AND RATIONALE



	Research proposal (max. 800 words)

	






	Main aims and objectives (max. 150 words)
Please summarise the key aims and objectives of the research

	




	Lay Summary (max. 300 words) 
Please provide a lay summary of your project introducing the topic, research area, aims and proposed impacts. We will use this to promote and discuss the areas of research we support with patients and members of the public.

	







	Research Inclusion (max. 300 words)
As a funder NIHR expects researchers to demonstrate how their research will address existing inequalities in health and social care. Please detail if and how your research project addresses inequalities relevant to your research area, and how your research considers inclusion across the whole research lifecycle. 
More information and guidance about NIHR’s inclusive research funding can be found here - https://www.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/who-we-are/research-inclusion/funding-application-guidance 

	



	Will your project involve patient recruitment, and/or require NHS R&D and/or REC approval?
	Yes ☐    No ☐

	If yes, are all necessary approvals in place?
	Yes ☐    No ☐

	If yes, please provide your approval reference number
	

	If no, please outline your plans to achieve this and what impact it will have on the start of the project

	




	PARTNERSHIPS


	Collaborations (max. 200 words)
Please explain, where relevant, what other partners you will be collaborating with and what their contribution will be (financially and/or expertise).

	




	Leveraged and matched funding (max. 200 words)
Please indicate any additional funding leveraged by the proposal and please distinguish between funding already received and funding that is expected to arise as a result of this project. 

	




	Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) (max. 300 words)
Please indicate how you plan to actively involve patients and/or the public in this research project. 
Please consider how your PPIE plans respond to the UK Standards for Public Involvement. The Standards can be found at the following website: https://sites.google.com/nihr.ac.uk/pi-standards/home)

	





	Conflict of interest (max. 100 words)
Please declare any conflict of interest held by the applicants in relation to the project industry partners and describe how they will be managed. Include any existing collaborations or agreements, company shares held by the applicants and any consultancy services undertaken by the applicant for the partner.

	







	[bookmark: _Hlk141951210]OUTCOMES AND IMPACT


[bookmark: _Hlk141951202]Research impact is defined as the demonstrable contribution that research makes to society and the economy, of benefit to individuals, organisations and nations.

	Key intended outputs, both short- and long-term: (max. 500 words)
What outputs do you expect to arise from this research. e.g. grant submissions/awards, NIHR acknowledged publications, industry partnerships, exploitation of IP, development of a new research technique or service. 
Please also comment on an appropriate exit strategy to continue the research beyond the BRC support and secure other sources of funding (non-BRC) at the end of the project. 

	









	The expected patient impact and timeframe (max. 300 words)

	








	Please provide key milestones for the delivery of your project.

	No
	Description
	Anticipated Completion Date

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	



	INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY



	Please seek advice from a Business Development Manager before completing this section 

	Will any existing background Intellectual Property be used as a result of this project? 
	Yes ☐    No ☐

	If yes please describe what IP will be used (max. 150 words)
e.g. copyright, research tools, patents, designs, trademarks, etc

	




	Will any new intellectual property be generated as a result of this project?
	Yes ☐    No ☐

	If yes please describe what IP will be generated (max. 150 words)
e.g. copyright, research tools, patents, designs, trademarks, etc.

	





	If yes describe how this IP will be managed and exploited and if any commercial agreements have been considered. (max. 150 words)

	






[bookmark: CASE_FOR_SUPPORT][bookmark: RESEARCH_PLAN][bookmark: BACKGROUND_RATIONALE][bookmark: JUSTIFICATION_COSTS][bookmark: INTELLECTUAL_PROPERTY][bookmark: WIDER_CONTEXT][bookmark: PATIENT_PUBLIC_INVOLVEMENT][bookmark: PREVIOUS_APPLICATION_HISTORY][bookmark: SUGGESTED_REVIEWERS][bookmark: APPENDIX_A][bookmark: _Hlk141951302]
	RESEARCH COSTS



Please enter the total amount of research costs (not including service support and treatment costs) that you are requesting from the BRC as part of this application. Applicants from NUTH and Newcastle University are required to submit a Project Initiation Form (PIF) and NHS costing template (if applicable) with this application.

Please Note: BRC funding is based on the NHS financial year (April-March). Please carefully consider the realistic timing of the expenditure. The BRC has strict in year spending requirements and any variations from this may result in the funding award being reduced or withdrawn.

	University Research Costs (£)

	Budget Heading*
	Apr25-Mar26
	Apr26-Mar27
	Apr27-Mar28
	TOTAL

	Salaries
	
	
	
	

	Consumables
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	

	Other Costs
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	



	NUTH NHS Research Costs (£)

	Budget Heading*
	Apr25-Mar26
	Apr26-Mar27
	Apr27-Mar28
	TOTAL

	Salaries
	
	
	
	

	Consumables
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	

	Other Costs
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	



	CNTW NHS Research Costs (£)

	Budget Heading*
	Apr25-Mar26
	Apr26-Mar27
	Apr27-Mar28
	TOTAL

	Salaries
	
	
	
	

	Consumables
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	

	Other Costs
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	



*Please change the name of the budget heading to accurately describe the cost being requested. Additional rows should be added if necessary

	Please provide a justification for the costs requested (max. 200 words)

	




	<<legacy grant id>>

	<<primary grant contact title, first name, and last name>> - <<primary grant contact organisation name>>

	<<task name of related task>>
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